USING THE IEP FORM




WHY A NEW IEP FORM?
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The office of Exceptional Children and the Ohio Dept of Education chose to revise the IEP  to align the elements of the form with IDEA and Ohio State Law. In doing so, the IEP now contains all required components of an IEP and will provide a level of detail that allows service providers to include the specific information needed to provide services for students with disabilities.  Requirements in the Federal Law prompted the change to occur.  When IDEA was reauthorized, Ohio was awarded a three year grant to develop the 2% modified assessment.  As part of the grant, Ohio agreed that IEP’s would be standards based.  The development of the new form should assist teams in creating truly standards based IEPs/
Additionally, the reauthorization of IDEA placed a significant emphasis on secondary transition goals and services for students with disabilities.  Thus, there is an expansion of secondary transition components contained in the new IEP which we will cover today in Sections 4 and 5.  
According to the Ohio Dept of Education and Office for Exceptuonal children, the new revised IEP is a MANDATORY form and must be used by ALL school districts in the state of Ohio beginning with the 2009-10 school year.  If districts would like to use the form in the Spring of 2009, they may do so, but beginning in the fall of 2009 and forward, it is a REQUIRED FORM that must be used when revising any existing IEPS or writing any new IEPS.  


ACCESSING THE IEP FORM


The IEP form is a pdf file that will change format as data is entered.  Sections may be duplicated or omitted as needed. 
One of the nice features of the form is that fields such as names and dates are linked to reduce the duplication of entry.  
Although the data is stored in an electronic form, this is not by itself an “electronic IEP.”  Data is stored only within the individual files and so users must be careful to establish a file naming system as well as an organized system to store and keep secure the data files.
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Districts may not change the content of of the IEP but they can change the orientation and add their log.
Alright, lets take a look at the first basic demographic information that we will begin with when filling out an IEP.  There are not a lot of changes in the demographic information itself, but we want to point out some key features of this page.  Take a look at the middle of the page where the question, Will the Child be 14 years old before the end of this IEP and Is the child a ward of the state
Notice there are check boxes next to the questions.  If the Yes box is checked next to the transition question, then the transistion section of this form must be completed.  Again, we will go into more detail on this when we look at sections 4 and 5.  
If the answer to the  question regarding the child being a ward of the state as defined by the Ohio Operating Standards, AND parental rights have been removed from the parents of this child, then a surrogate parent must be appointed and their information will need to be entered here. 
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In the parent’s box, the first and last name or names of the child’s parents will be written here.  If the parents do not live at the same address and/or do not have the same contact information, then this box may be repeataed.  It may also be repeated for documenting both parents info and the contact info for surrogate parents.  Simply click the Add Parent button to create additional parent records.  
Also, new to the form is the addition of a place to write cell phone and email contact.  If the parent does not have either a cell phone of email, then you may skip this item.
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The section headed Other Information provides the team with a place to put any info that may be useful to folks working with the students.  Examples might include: eyeglasses, English not spoken at home, medications/
Also, this is a good place to list attmepts to make contact with the parent for the meeting.
If there is no info needed here, this section can be skipped.
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Now, let’s look to the far right side of the IEP.  Starting at the top with Meeting Infromation, this is the section where the date that the IEP team meeting is actually held.  The boxes below indicate the type of meeting to be held.  Only one box may be checked.  If 
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The IEP time lines are new to the form and are to be completed with all needed info including the next ETR date.
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The Iep time lines for a child who is to be 3 years old is included.  
Note, these children will require documentation and the EMIS special ed record stating parent’s choice if the IEP was not implemented on the child’s 3rd birthday.




Review slide




The amendment box is new to the IEP and will only appear if the Amendment box has een checked.  If this section is being used, the actual changes to the IEP are made within the body of the IEP and that change is summarized in this section.


FUTURE PLANNING
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There are no changes to the Future planning statement.  We will just reiterate that it should be a statement of what the parent and or the student envision regarding the child’s future.  The statement whould include the coming school year and also for the older student, plans that the student is thinking about for after graduation.  
The future planning statement should be linked to the child’s ETR report and for younger students the focus of the statement will be on the educational component vs. the older student whose statement will focus on post secondary information.


SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONAL FACTORS
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Show special factors page on old IEP. Explain how it has been moved from the end of the document to the front and why.

The special instructional factors has become a yes, no check box page. For anything that is checked yes, the info needs to be summarized in Section 3.  
If the student is visually impaired then Section 15 will need to be completed.
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The profile is to summarize the strengths of the child and how the characteristics of the disability will affect progress in the general curriculum.  Background info, parental concerns and other pertinent information will be included in this section.  A person reviewing this section should be able to get an clear overview of the student.
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We will be having a training series on transition next year.

This section will be filled out for all students age 16 and older and can be filled out for those 15 and older.  
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