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Thank you for sharing your concerns about recent changes in district policy that affect your child. The Ohio Department of Education (ODE), Office for Exceptional Children (OEC), has heard similar concerns from parents across the state. It appears that some school districts are encouraging students to graduate and thus leave school, contrary to the students’ individualized education program (IEP) transition plans. They may be doing so in an attempt to meet the targets for a federal measure of Annual Yearly Progress in graduation rates. Recent changes to the calculation require that students graduate in four years to be counted as a graduate, regardless of the target date for completion of a free appropriate public education (FAPE) set by the IEP team.

The Office for Exceptional Children has reminded districts that the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act (IDEA) requires them to provide FAPE as determined by the IEP team. They must continue to provide FAPE even if doing so means graduation occurs more than four years after a child first enters ninth grade.

If you believe that the district is NOT providing FAPE to your child, you should: 
1. Remind the district that it is required to provide FAPE, based on the decisions of an IEP team that includes the parent and child. Districts are not permitted to have a policy, such as “no child can continue his/her education more than four years after entering ninth grade, regardless of his/her special needs” that precludes the IEP team from considering the needs of the child.
1. If the district ignores or overrides the decisions of the IEP team, the parent has the option to file a complaint or request the OEC to engage in mediation or due process investigations. Information about the steps to take for each of these actions can be found on the ODE website: http://education.ohio.gov/GD/Templates/Pages/ODE/ODEDetail.aspx?page=3&TopicRelationID=1540&ContentID=7313&Content=87746.

We hope that you can resolve this with your district. If the issue is not resolved after reminding them of their obligation to provide FAPE, staff of the Office for Exceptional Children will provide assistance through the complaint or mediation processes mentioned above. 
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